
HÁ ESPAÇO PARA MAIS INCINERAÇÃO?

“The ‘new’  waste framework directive –
is there space for more incineration?
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CEWEP is the umbrella association of the operators of 
Waste-to-Energy (WtE) Plants across Europe. 

They thermally treat household and similar commercial & 
industrial waste that remains after waste prevention, reuse 
and recycling and generate energy out of it. 

2016 - CEWEP Members: 80 M tonnes; 410 plants

- EU 28: 88 M tonnes; 441 plants

- Europe:  94 M tonnes; 488 plants

Krakow WtE plant, Poland

Under one umbrella

CEWEP – Confederation of European WtE Plants
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about ITAD

• German Association of Waste-

to-Energy Plants

• represents almost 80 Municipal

Solid Waste Incinerators

(MSWI) and Refuse Derived

Fuel Incinerators (RDFI) with

round about 24 Mio. t  annual 

treatment capacity

• Members: Private, Public and PPP

4



The Circular Economy Package -

some challenges…
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numbers and targets in Europe
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Recycling  target

landfill target

(max. 10 %)

landfill WtE Composting

focus on Germany:

amount of MSW: ca. 52 Mio. t/a

rate of recycling: ca. 66%

Rate of landfill: < 1%

rate of WtE in Portugal 

ca. 21 %

rate of WtE in Germany 

ca. 34 %



Circular economy in Germany
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99,0 %
3,268 Mio. t

97,4 %
5,180 Mio. t

98,9 %
6,663 Mio. t

96,8 %
4,368 Mio. t

96,0 %
4,178 Mio. t

current rate of

WtE capacity

utilization:

almost 100 % 

Rate of utilization 2017 

Waste input MSWI

Scheinverwertung,

Lagerung etc.

Deponierung zu 

Dumpingpreisen,

Illegale Entsorgung

Key facts:

amount of MSW: ca. 52 Mio. t/a

rate of recycling: ca. 66%

Rate of landfill: < 1%

Theoretical capacity for WtE: ca. 17,6 Mio.t/a

Current capacity : ca. 30,0 Mio. t/a
(incl. Coincineration)

Imports for WtE: << 2 Mio. t/a

But obviously no

overcapacity …!!!



The vision…
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Reality…



Focus on the main issues
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user

waste management/circular
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Waste-to-Energy –

current status
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Waste-to-Energy in Europe in 2016

WtE Plants operating in Europe 
(not including hazardous waste incineration 
plants) : 488

Waste thermally treated in WtE plants 
(in million tonnes): 93.9

Data supplied by CEWEP members
and national sources 

* Includes plant in Andorra

Finland
8  1.47Norway

17  1.61

Sweden
34  5.99

Estonia
1  0.24

Lithuania
1  0.26

Poland
5  0.5

Czech Republic
4  0.7 Slovakia

2  0.29
Hungary
1  0.35

Romania

Bulgaria

Greece

Italy
41  6.21

France
126  14.4

Spain*
12  2.88

Portugal
4  1.2

Austria
11  2.5Switzerland

30  4

Netherlands
12  7.8

Belgium
18  3.41

Germany
96 26

Luxembourg
1  0.16

Denmark
26  3.47

United 
Kingdom
37  9.96

Ireland
1 0.23
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WtE´s role in the circular economy

WtE is a cornerstone of European waste management and an essential part of 

sustainable resource management –

WtE isn´t part of the problem, it´s part of the solution to proper waste 

management in advanced circular economies.

• WtE acts as a pollutant sinks, it guarantees high quality recycling

• WtE guarantees long-term and affordable disposal security, and contributes to climate 

protection by reduction of dumping waste in landfills

• WtE is a sustainable contribution to resource protection through 'thermal recycling' -

energy recovery as well as metal separation from slags and provision of high-quality mineral 

substitute building materials).

• WtE helps to keep our environment clean (soil, rivers and oceans).
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Waste-to-Energy – the burning
question:

Is there space 
for more 
incineration?
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More space for incineration…?
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plastic recycling?



Back to WtE capacities in Germany…
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almost 100 % 

Rate of utilization 2017 

Waste input MSWI
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Illegale Entsorgung

Key facts:

amount of MSW: ca. 52 Mio. t/a

rate of recycling: ca. 66%

Rate of landfill: < 1%

Theoretical capacity for WtE: ca. 17,6 Mio.t/a

Current capacity : ca. 30,0 Mio. t/a
(incl. Coincineration)

Imports for WtE: << 2 Mio. t/a

But obviously no

overcapacity …!!!



Current WtE and coincineration
capacities ca. 100 million tonnes 21
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Modern WtE plants 

Thank you for
your patience!

Any questions?


